Lightroom Classic
Part 1: Overview and Library Module
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Purpose of the Course

This course concentrates on the Library, Develop, and Print modules of
Lightroom Classic. We explore the power of the Library module to help mange
your photographs, the basic and advanced techniques to refine your images in
the Development module, and the details of outputting to paper from the Print
module.

After these sessions, you should be able to decide if Lightroom is for you and
should be able to start using it.

You will not be proficient, and you will have to practice, practice, practice.



Course Outline

Lightroom Basics

The Library Module

— Understand the Catalog
— Organize your photographs
— Import photographs
— Export photographs
— Collections
The Development Module
— Fundamentals
— Basic Adjustments
— Local adjustments and Masking
— Examples

The Print Module

— Setup
— Printing



Resources
* Online: Either Club 2021 - Lightroom — Camera
to Print

* Free

Julieanne Kost's Blog | Lightroom Classic Video Tutorials
https://helpx.adobe.com/lightroom/user-guide.html

* Pay
http://www.michaelfrye.com/

http://www.timgreyphoto.com/
https://www.lightroomqueen.com/
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https://jkost.com/blog/lightroom-training-videos
http://www.michaelfrye.com/
https://www.lightroomqueen.com/

Dallas Camera Club Master Training Catalog (2020-2026)

Browse Dallas Camera Club training by topic. Each item includes a one-sentence summary and a link to the year page where the related PDF, video, or supporting materials are posted.

Browse by Topic

Fundamentals Composition & Visual Design Critique & Competition Editing & Post-Processing Lightroom Photoshop Creative Photography
Night / Astro Macro / Nature Travel / Field Trips Printing / Output Workflow / Organization Lighting / Flash Case Studies / Demonstrations

Art History / Inspiration Ask Me Anything / Open Q&A

Jump to Year Pages

2026 Materials 2025 Materials 2024 Materials 2023 Materials 2022 Materials 2021 Materials 2020 Materials

Master Training Catalog (2020-2026)

Browse all PPC training by topic. Within each topic grouping, items are listed in reverse chronological order, and each one includes a one-sentence summary and a link to
the year page where the related PDF, video, or supporting materials are posted. Visit the Photography Learning Center for links to external training resources.

Browse by Topic

Fundamentals Composition & Visual Design Critique & Competition Editing & Post-Processing Lightroom Photoshop
Ask Me Anything / Open Q&A

Jump to Year Pages

2026 Matenals 2025 Matenals 2024 Matenals

Black and White Photography

Lighting / Flash

2023 Maternials 2022 Matenals

2021 Maternials 2020 Maternials
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What is Lightroom?

Adobe Photoshop Lightroom Classic CC software provides a
comprehensive set of digital photography tools, from powerfully simple
one-click adjustments to cutting-edge advanced controls. Create images
that inspire, inform, and delight. — Adobe

Lightroom is “photo central” for photographers of all levels and provides
powerful but easy to understand tools from import and management, to
adjustments, to output to print, the web, slideshows, mapping, and
books. — Dennis

Lightroom is highly integrated with Photoshop and other external editing
programs and third-party plugins.



Why | Use Lightroom?

Lightroom was built from the ground up for photographers and some of
the best people in the post processing world contribute.

The processing engines are world class.
It is non-destructive. Your RAW files are never changed.

To me, it is very straight forward.

One spot to do just about everything — | go to Photoshop only to combine
iImages.

Presets!



Which Lightroom

Adobe introduced a subscription model for Lightroom and Photoshop in 2013 (?)

Initially, Adobe maintained purchase (LR6) and subscription (LRCC) versions of
Lightroom.

In 2017, Adobe announced the end of the purchase version and now offer two
versions of Lightroom.

— Lightroom Classic — desktop based, your files stay on your computer. — YES
— Lightroom — cloud-based storage available from multiple devices - NO

Important: If you stop subscribing, you still have full access to your files with the
edits you made. You simply cannot make anymore changes. You can print the files
with your changes or export a version (say in TIFF) with your changes.

This class is based on Lightroom Classic.
From Ask Tim Grey April 22, 2026 Classic versus Cloud — Ask Tim Grey



https://asktimgrey.com/2026/04/22/classic-versus-cloud/
https://asktimgrey.com/2026/04/22/classic-versus-cloud/
https://asktimgrey.com/2026/04/22/classic-versus-cloud/

Is Lightroom Better that the Alternatives?

There are (now) options to Lightroom that combine data management and image

processing.
Skylum Luminar
RAWTherapee (Mac — free)
On1 Photo RAW
Capture One Pro
DxO Photo Lab
Corel AfterShot Pro

Are they better?

| don’t know. | haven't tested them.
Some may have aspects that are better than Lightroom but certainly have some aspects that are worse

Why | stick to Lightroom
| have used Lightroom since version 1 when | used it for management but still processed RAW files in Nikon’s
software.
With version 3, Lightroom caught up with Nikon’s RAW processing and | made a total switch to Lightroom for
everything.
Lightroom continues to improve and add meaningful enhancements.
| believe | am best served by sticking to one workflow and mastering it.

You need to decide if you want to test drive options and then decide based on your own
needs.



Major Parts of Lightroom

Library Module
Import images from your
camera or card or
computer
Add key words
View and change
metadata
Rate images
Organize
Find images
Use Collections to make
ife easier
Use your preferred file
organization

Develop Module
Make adjustments to
your RAW and other
Images
Same controls as Adobe
Camera Raw (ACR) but
easier for me
Image clean up
Local adjustments with
masking
Non-destructive
adjustments

Map Module

Book Module

Slideshow Module

Print Module

Web Module




The Library Module



A Library
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A Card Catalog
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A Librarian
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A Librarian, Card Catalog, and Library
Walked into a Bar

The Card Catalog has
Information about the books
And where to find them.

The Library houses the books

The Librarian

 Decides which books to putin
the library

* Puts the books on the shelves

* Fills out the cards in the catalog
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The Photographer

A Photographer, File Structure, and Lightroom Catalog

Walked into a Bar

hard drive (c:)

The Lightroom Catalog has
Information about the image files

-1

a (1st level dir) b (1st level dir) Users
i W h e re yo u p u t t h e m ¢ (2nd level dir) | | d (2nd level dir)

userl

user2

 Changes you want to make ﬁ ﬁ

* Your opinion of them e vt o ﬁ

file7 file8 file9 file10

Decides on a file structure

Puts the image files in the file structure
Tells the Lightroom Catalog where they
are

Decides which changes to make and
their opinion of them
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The File Structure houses
the Image Files

16



File Structure vs Catalog

File Structure Lightroom Catalog
* Where your actual * |nformation about your
photo files are stored photos

e Star ratings, titled,
captions, etc

* Edit changes you want
to make



File Structure and Workflow

Several Members will demonstrate their
organization and workflow.

The best is what works for you.



Points to Remember

You are in charge.

Your image files are stored in the file structure
vou define.

The LR Catalog contains information about
your image files.

Your RAW files are never changed.



Raw Files Are Never Changed

* |f you use the RAW format from your camera
manufacturer, your RAW files are not changed.

* |f you convert to DNG (Adobe RAW definition)
or if your camera uses DNG, changes are
written to the DNG file.

* For jpeg, tiff, png, and psd you configure if
changes are written to the file.



Preview

When you see an image in LR, you are seeing a preview of the file
with the edits you wish to make.

The edits are stored in the catalog and optionally in an xmp
sidecar file.

The edits are not incorporated until you make a new version in a
different format

— Print

— Export as a different file type, e.g., jpeg or tiff

— You edit the image in an external program such as Photoshop and it is
returned to LR as a different format — e.g., tiff or psd or jpeg or png

Demo



Catalog and LR Preferences

You need to configure these

Lightroom by Dennis Fritsche

22



 Edit Preferences
* Edit Catalog Settings



Catalog Settings General

General Previews Metadata Badkups
Information
Location: C:\Usersidenni'Pictures\Lightroom Chow
File Name: Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - v10-v13-3.Ircat
Created: 10/17/2024
Last Optimized: 4/15/2026 @ 2:24FM

Size: F.62GE

Import Sequence Numbers

Import Mumber: 152 Photos Imported: O

oK Cancel



Catalog Settings Previews

General Previews Metadata Backups

Preview Cache
Total Size: 89 GB

Standard Preview Size: 2048 pixels e

Preview Quality: Medium o

Preview Storsge Mansgement
© sutomatically Discard 1:1 Previews: After 30 Days o

() Limit Preview Cache Size 138 Learn more

SEmart Previews

Total Size: 2 GB

OK Cancel



Catalog Settings Backups

General Previews Metadata Backups

Information
Backup Folder: C:\Users‘\denni\PicturesiLightroom‘\Backups Choose...
Badk up catalog: Once a week, when exiting Lightroom o

Mumber of Backups: 20
Last Backup: 4/15/2026 @ 2:28 PM
Total Backup Size: 255.82 GB

Backups

Path (*Offlineg) Size

C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - vi0-v13-3.zip 13.79 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - v1I0-13-3.zip 1327 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_.\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - v10-v13-3.zip 13.09 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - v10-13-3.zip 13.01 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_.\Lightroom Catalog - Drennis Fritsche - v10-v13-3.zip 1310 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - v10-13-3.zip 1336 GB

Neate: The backups lsted above ane sorted by creation date. SN0

(1]
(1]
m
A

IT

=]
m

' The backup cataleg i beoated an the same wallime &5 Your catalng. Laarn Maore

OK Cancel
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Catalog Settings Backups

General Previews Metadata Backups

Information
Backup Folder: C:\Users‘\denni'Pictures\Lightroom'Backups Choose...
Back up catalog: Once a week, when exiting Lightroom A

Mumber of Backups: 20
Last Backup: 4/15/2026 @ 2:23 PM
Total Backup Size: 255.82 GB

Backups

Path (*Offline) Size

C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - vI0-v13-3.zip 13.79 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - v10-v13-3.zip 1327 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - v10-v13-3.zip 13.09 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - v10-v13-3.zip 13.01 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - vI0-v13-3.zip 13.10 GB
C:\Users\denni\Pictures\Lightroom\Backup_\Lightroom Catalog - Dennis Fritsche - vI0-v13-3.zip 1336 GB

[}
1

Mate: The backups Dsted ahove are sarted by creation date. 5h0

I
m
(1]
A

IT

=]
(1]

. The backuip catalog s keoated on the same volvme a5 your cohalog. Laam Mone

oK Cancel
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LR Preferences General

General Presets External Editing File Handling Interface Performance Lightroom Sync  Display  Metwork

A coount
Adobe ID: DEMMISFRITSCHE@VERIZOM.MET
Mame: Dennis Fritsche
Delete all Synced Data More Account Info Online
Orptions

Prevent system sleep during sync

Location

[ | specify location for Lightroom's Synced images:

I TS T —————— S —
Lise supTolgers mormatied Dy Capiure date. 2021

B Sync Activity

Restart Lightroom Classic oK Cancel



LR Preferences Presets

General Presets External Editng  File Handling Interface Performance  Lightroom Sync  Display  Metwork
Edit in Adobe Phaotoshop 2025

Photoshop version:

File Format:  TIFF
SDR. HDR.
Color Space:  ProPhoto RGE HDR P3 '
Bit Depth: 16 bits/component 32 bitsfcomponen
Resolution: 360 240
Compression: Mone ZIF ) Learn More...
Additional External Editor
Preset: Custom
Application: Topaz Photo AL exe Choose Clear
File Format: TIFF A
SDR HDR.
Color Space:  ProPhoto RGE ~ | |HDR P3 e
Bit Depth: 16 bits/component ~ | 32 bits/componen
Resolution: 300 240
Compression:  Mone ~  Mone ' Learn Mare...
Stack With Original
[ ] stack with Criginal
Edit Externzlhy File Maming: IMG_D002-X.psd
Template: Dennis X
Restart Lightroom Classic oK Cancel

Adobe Photoshop 2025

S




LR Preferences External Editing

Preferences

General Presets External Editing  File Handling Interface Performance Lightroom Sync  Display Network

Edit in Adobe Photoshop 2021

’ . 1&-bit ProPhoto RGE is the recommendad choice for best preserving
File Format: | TIFF p%d e o

Color Space: | ProPhoto RGB b

Bit Depth: | 16 bits/componen

Resolution: | 360

Compression: |Mone Bt

Additional External Editor
Preset: | Custom b

Application: Color Efex Pro 4.exe Choose Clear

’ . 16-bit ProPhoto RGE is the recommended choios for best presarving
File Format: | TIFF ™ color details from Lightroom.

Color Space: | ProPhoto RGE h%

Bit Depth: | 16 bits/componen’

Resolution: | 350

Compression: | Mone ot

Stack With Original

[ ] stack with Original

Edit Externzlly File Maming: IMG_DDI02-X.psd

Template: | Custom Settings '

Restart Lightroom Classic oK Cancel




LR Preferences File Handling

General Presets External Editng File Handiing  Interface Performance  Lightroom Sync  Display  Metwork
Import DMNG Creation
File Extension: dng o
JPEG Preview:  Medium Size

Embed Fast Load Data

[ ] Embed Criginal Raw File

Reading Metadats
Druring imuport or wihen reading metadata Lightroom can recognize dot

[ Treat"." as a keyword separator

— and forward slash separated keywords as keyword hierarchies instead

— of flat keywords, The vertical bar (|}, less than (<) and grester than (=]
L ' il L = LSl

[/ Treat [ as a keyword separator are automaticalhy recognized as hierarchy separators,

File Mame Generation

Treat the following characters asillegal: f: 47" < = |¥ w
Replace illegal file name characters with: Dashes {-) e
e

When a file name has a space: Leave As-Is

File Selection

[ IRemember the last selection from a source during the session

Restart Lightroom Classic 0K Cancel



LR Preferences Inter

Preferences

Gereral Presets External Editing  File Handling

Pzarals

End Marks: Mone (default) '

[ ] swap only Develop Left and Right Panel groups

Lights Out
Screen Color:  White e
Backgrownd
Main YWindow
Fill Colar:  White
Keyword Entry

Separate keywords using: Commas
B suto-complete text in Keyword Tags field
Filmstrip
B show badges
[ ] 1gnore dicks on badges
B show ratings and picks
B show stack counts

Twesks

[ ] Zoom dicked point to center

Restart Lightroom Classic

Interface  performance Lightroom Sync  Display  Metwork

Font Size: Automatic (default) e

[ swap Left and Right Panel groups

Dim Level:  50% e

Secondary Window

~  Medium Gray (default) W

i Spaces ane allowed in keywords

B show photos in navigator on mouse-over
B show photo info tooltips

[] show Index Mumber

[ ] Uge system preference for font smoothing

Note: Font smoathing changes take affect upon restartin

=]
—

U=
o
[s
i
s
e
L

B show Auto Sync notifications

r.:;r_-. ::l-:r:_-\s te ke _-l'-ll'_-\.-r oo restartin

oK Cancel
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LR Preferences Performance

General Presets External Editing  File Handling  Interface Performance  |ightroom Sync  Display  MNetwork
Camers Raw
|Ise Graphics Processor : Auto ~  Learn Mare... System Info
Use GPU for Preview Generation :  Auto ~  Learn More, .,
[CIEnable HOR in Library Learn More...

MVIDIA GeForce RTX 3090 (32.0.15.8195) - 24 GB

Y owr system automaticalhy supports full acceleration, Nate: keap your graphics drivers updated for the best parformance

Camera Raw Cache Sattings

Location: Ci\Users‘denniVAppData'Local\Adobe\CameraRaw\Cache 2, Choose. ..

Maximum Size: 150.0 GB Purge Cache

Video Cache Sattings

Limit videa cache size Maximum Size: 3.0  GB Purge Cache

Develop
Show RGB/LAB color values in histogram
Enable hover preview of presets, history and snapshots in Loupe
Hald Shift te tempaonarily disable hover preview.
[ ] Use Smart Previews instead of Originals for image editing

This will ellow increased perfrmance, but may display decreased quality while editing. Fimal outiput will remain finll size, quality:

Catalog Settings

Some settings are catalog-spedific and are changed in Catalog Settings. Optimize Catalog. .. Go to Catalog Settings

Preview Generation Settings

Generate Previews in parallel

More Performance Tips...

Restart Lightroom Classic oK Cancel



LR Preferences Lightroom Sync

General Presets External Editing File Handling  Interface Performance  Lightroom Sync  pisplay  Metwork

Aocownt
Adobe ID: DEMMISFRITSCHE @VERIZOMN.MET
Mame: Dennis Fritsche
Delete Al Synced Data Mare Account Info Online
Crpticins

Prevent system sleep during sync

Location
[ Specify location for Lightroom's Synced images:

2028/04-21

B Sync Activity

Restart Lightroom Classic 0K Cancel



LR Preferences Display

Preferences >

General Presets External Editng  File Handling  Interface  Performance  Lightroom Sync  Display  Network

Choose manitor for secondary window

. Lightroom is already open on this monitor, Please select another monitar.

Restart Lightroom Classic Cancel
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LR Preferences Network

Preferences >

General Presets External Editng  File Handling  Interface Performance  Lightroom Sync  Display  Metwork

Prosy Server Settings

Username: | |

Password; | |

Restart Lightroom Classic 0K Cancel



End Session 1
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