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WHY SHOULD YOU LISTEN TO ME?

been judged for more than 40 years
judged for many different clubs

completed the PSA Image Analysis course
observed contest judges at work




TWO QUESTIONS?

1. WHO DO YOU TAKE PICTURES FOR?
2. WHY DO YOU TAKE PICTURES?

)




WHY DO YOU TAKE PICTURES?

1. To document an occasion or event.
2. Record a special subject/object.
3. To save a memory or moment.
4, 1t 06s a reason to travel or expl
5. To market something/get paid.
6. To connect with others/the world.
7. To tell stories/communicate.
8. Creative expression.
9. Enter contests/gain recognition.




WHY COMPETE?

x Why | compete:

| t 6s fun!

| like the challenge

| need the push to go out and shoot
Provides a way for others to see my work

| t6s a good way to |
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WHY SHOULD YOU COMPETE?




SPEAKING SPECIFICALLY ABOUT
CONTESTS

WHAT QUESTION
WOULD YOU MOST
LIKE AN ANSWER TO?




HOW/ WANNM AHRHOTO
CONEEST?

1.IDENTIFY A CONTEST AND UNDERSTAND WHAT IS EXPECTE
2. MAKEA TECHNICALLY PERFECT PHOTOGRAPH OF AN
INTERESTING SUBJECT IN GREAT LIGHT THAT MEETS THI
CONTEST CRITERIA.

3.ENTER THE CONTEST.




This Photoby Unknown Author is licensed und&C BY



http://www.freeimageslive.co.uk/free_stock_image/winning-trophy-jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

THE REAL REWARD

" LEARNING

LEARNING ] LEARNING




CRITICISM vs CLUB JUDGING

r CRITICISM
O Criticism is all G@GrbcalThinkimgs.ki ng questions
r What do | see? What is it about? What do | think?
o It foll ows then, that ocriticismoé I s a
photographs.
d Critislowsdowmo vi ewing time (like using a t
d While the results of the exercise may b

ultimately leads to informed and rational reactions to images.




CRITICISM vs CLUB JUDGING

r JUDGING

-« BlG JOB

There are often time constraints.

The pool of judges is extremely heterogeneous.

A given judge may not understand the specific context.
A given judge may not be qualified for the specific task.
Judges are required td(RrANK ORDEIlEntries!

A judge is merely providing an opinion.
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THE FIRST SUGGESTION

DO NOT GIVE A JUDGE SOMETHING TO DISLIKE!!!

0 Know and followALL contest rules.

r Nature and Photojournalism are very strictdee )
0 Make aREALeffort to capture contest specific images.
d Eliminate OBVIOU3aws in your submissions.

r Noise, Dust Spots, Horizon, Background Distractions, Edges, Focus, Sharpness, Print
Quality, Mats & Matting

0 Ask someone knowledgeable foADVICHEefore you submit an image
r Both clubs have mechanisms for this.

d Keep your entries asSIMPLEas possible.



http://www.gulfstatesccc.org/new-page-1

AN EXAMPLE




ANOTHER EXAMPLE




AN EXAMPLE




ANOTHER

ONi ce composi't
eye contact. o
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VERY RECENTLY

ol would Iike to
background for a better
environmental portrait. A very
crisp image. o0 Ju




SUGGESTION NUMBER TWO

r THE MOSORIGINAKNDIMPACTFUIMAGES DO THE BEST.

| f you canodt DIERERENTLY L
Make it EASYon the judge.
Use theTOOLSavailable to you.
LEARNTom your mistakes.
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CREATING IMAGES WINMPACQGT

" What isIMPAC?
5 Itis SUBLZCLIVES

d Emotion, Mood, Contrast, Color, Subject, Action, Humor, Exotic, Scale,
Connection

0 Tells a Story

r Why does it matter?
d Time
0 Numbers
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