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Inaugural Colorado Classic
By Chris Kobos

After a 2 year hiatus following the
demise of the USA Pro Challenge (in 2015),
professional cycling made a successful
return to the state of Colorado this past
August (10th-13th).

The tradeoff for success for the
Inaugural Colorado Classic was abandoning
the 7 stage format for a shorter 4 stage race,
with circuits and the starts and finishes in the
same town or city and 6 man teams.. At the
end, organizers hope this new format will
make sure they have the Colorado Classic
for many years to come. Y

The usual suspects as far as Pro &
teams were present, such as, Trek =
Segafredo, BMC, Cannondale Drapac, and |
new UCI Pro entry UAE Team Emirates. 4
Also making their normal Colorado appear-
ance, were a number of Pro-Continental |
teams, such as, United Healthcare and a §
brand new team lIsrael Cycling Academy.

The peloton make's it's way up the climb in the Garden of the
Gods, at Stage 1 of the Inaugural Colorado Classic
(Thursday August 10th, 2017) in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Not to forget the Continental teams that always visit the Rocky
Mountain State, the likes of Jelly Belly, Rally Cycling, Axeon Hagens
Berman and Holowesko Citadel. These teams are the future of cycling
as many of these young men have made the transition over the years
to the big leagues of the professional ranks. Gaining the needed expo-
sure with awesome performances in California, Utah and Colorado can
only help their careers moving forward.

And lastly, another brand new Team Rwanda Cycling, from Africa
, was welcomed for the first time to the state of Colorado.

Stage 1 Colorado Springs ( Thursday August 10, 2017)

The weather definitely played a factor at the inaugural race, both
for the men and the women cyclists but spectators as well. What start-
ed as a beautiful day at the race start quickly turned into very dark
skies with rain and hail as we photographed one of the laps at the
Garden of the Gods. We then returned to a steady downpour shortly
before the final sprint in the heart of down town Colorado Springs. After
6 laps and 93.5 miles, crossing the finish line first was John Murphy
(Holowesko Citadel) followed by Travis McCale, (United Healthcare)
+4 and Logan Owen, (Axeon Hagens Berman), +6.

Murphy, who ironically won the last stage of the USA Pro
Challenge in Denver in 2015, also held the Sprint leader jersey after
Stage 1. Colorado native and fan favorite, Taylor Phinney, was voted
the Most Aggressive rider jersey for his breakaway efforts.

The women also went to work earlier and didn’t have to face the
bad elements, in their 2 stage event. 2 laps, 38 miles and a circuit
course, Olympic Medalist, Jenn Valento, now a resident of Colorado

TJ Eisenhart ( Holowesko/Citadel) celebrates on the
podium after taking 3 jerseys including the Gates Blue
Leaders jersey on stage 2 of the Inaugural Colorado
Classic ( Friday August 11th, 2017) in Breckenridge,
Colorado.
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— Springs, won the bunch sprint over Skylar Schneider, +4, (IsCorp) and

Emma White (Rally) +6.

Breckenridge Stage 2 (Friday August 11th) — The weather again
was iffy, but despite some clouds and sun, the rain fell a little near the
end of the stage, but pretty much held off for the duration. The course,
was a tough one. A very mountainous 10 lap circuit of 6.4 miles each,
but with 7320 feet with of climbing up the famous Moonstone Pass, and

WWW . THERACINGPOST . US
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then the lllinois Gulch decent. Very familiar to
vets of the former USA Pro Challenge. Upstart
TJ Eisenhart (Holowesko/Citadel) led in the
small 3 man breakaway most of the race , but
was caught at the line by Alex Howes (
Cannondale-Drapac) in a very exciting finish.
Eisenhart, however vaulted into the GC lead §
after Stage 2, by 1 second over Howes. The
quirky and likeable ‘TJ" basked in the limelight
at the podiums much to the delight of the ador-
ing spectators. He took the stage several times
to don his Blue Leaders, Sprint and KOM jer-
seys.

The women results had Canadian rider
Sara Poidevin soloing to the stage win, as well
as the overall victory. Not to mention, she also =
took home the Colorado Tourism QOM, Drink &
Rino Sprint , and Helix best young Rider jer- *
seys.

On to Denver — ( Saturday August 12th)
Stages 3 and 4 took place in the Rino Arts
District of downtown Denver (Saturday August
12th and Sunday, August 13th). After riding two —
circuit stages, the cyclists took to an out and — _
back stage, 81 miles long with 6731 feet of John Murphy( Holowesko/Citadel) with lime green helmet, crosses the finish line
climbing out to Gap Road, Peak to Peak first to win the bunch sprint and Stage 1 of the Inaugural Colorado Classic
Highway and Golden Gate Canyon Park. (Thursday August 10th, 2017) in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Also, it was the 2nd day of the 3 days bike,
music and craft festival, called Velorama, held
in conjunction with the Colorado Classic.
Stage 3 featured a 2 man finish as Serghei Tvetcov (Jelly
Belly) edged young Italian rider Manuel Senni to take Stage
3. Travis McCabe (United Healthcare) was 3rd, however
Senni (BMC Racing Team) launched into the overall gener-
al classification lead by +15 seconds over Tvetcov (Jelly g
Belly) and +31 over Alex Howes of (Cannondale Drapac.)

Young Gun Triumphs and New Team with unexpect-
ed success - Stage 4 ( Sunday August 13th) was back to
the circuit style racing as in stages 1 and 2. 10 laps, 75
miles, through Denver's City Park and the Rino Arts
District. At the final bunch sprint it was a little known rider
from a brand new squad that sprinted to victory. That was
Mikkel Raim of (Israel Cycling Academy) Travis McCabe
(United Healthcare) again was 2nd and Jose Victoria

The breakaway surges on through City Park at
Stage 4 of the Inaugural Colorado Classic (
Sunday August 13th, 2017) in Denver,
Colorado.

Rodrigues 3rd. But the young man of the hour and
weekend was Manual Senni (BMC Racing Team) who
won his first professional race and the Gates (Blue)
overall leader’s jersey. Joining him on the podium was
Serghei Tvetcov (Jelly Belly) +.15 (Colorado Tourism
KOM and Acura Best Colorado Rider jersey) and Alex
Howes (Cannondale Drapac) +31. Travis McCabe of
(United Healthcare) was the Rino Sprint jersey winner.
New Pro team — UAE Emirates won the team overall.
So, in conclusion a very good exciting first year of the
Colorado Classic with a new format and a hopeful
future of cycling with a 2nd race next year in the great
state of Colorado.

Serghei Tvetcov (Jelly Belly) raises his arms in celebration as he
edges overall GC winner Manual Senni (BMC Racing Team) at Stage
3 of the Inaugural Colorado Classic ( Saturday August 12th, 2017) in
Denver, Colorado.
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