
PHOTOJOURNALISM
PICTURING THE WORLD



COURSE OUTLINE

FIRST SESSION:

1. WHAT IS PHOTOJOURNALISM?

2. A BRIEF HISTORY OF PHOTOJOURNALISM.

SECOND SESSION:

1. DISCUSSION OF CLASSIC IMAGES.

2. DISCUSSION OF PJ CONTEST IMAGES.



BEFORE PHOTOGRAPHY



BEFORE PHOTOGRAPHY



BEFORE PHOTOGRAPHY



WHAT IS PHOTOJOURNALISM?

“Photojournalism shows us things that we would not ordinarily 

see; it takes us to places where we would not normally go; it 

explains the enormously complicated warp and wool of the 

world. No locale is too distant, no conditions are too arduous to 

deter the photojournalist.” The Editors, Time-Life Books: Photojournalism.



WHAT IS PHOTOJOURNALISM?

EXPLAINING EVENTS BY TELLING STORIES

THROUGH ONE OR MORE PHOTGRAPHS.

A FORM OF DOCUMENARY PHOTOGRAPHY.



WHAT IS PHOTOJOURNALISM?

PSA says, PJ entries 

“are images with informative content

and emotional impact, 

reflecting the human presence in our world.”



WHAT IS PHOTOJOURNALISM?

PSA continues:

“The journalistic (story telling) value of

the image should receive priority

over pictorial quality.”



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

The oldest known photograph is currently housed at the 

University of Texas in Austin.

It was made in 1827 in France by Nicephore Niepce. He called it 

a Heliograph. It is an 8-hour exposure of the view from a 

window on a pewter plate coated with bitumen.





A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

Around the same time, also in France, Louis Daguerre, a painter, 

was working on a similar process. 

Daguerre and Niepce formed a partnership in 1829 but Niepce 

died four years later, and Daguerre continued his work alone.

By 1837, Daguerre had produced highly successful images.



This still life, made in 1837, is the oldest 
known surviving Daguerreotype. 



This image of a 
Paris street was 
made in 1838 and 
helped popularize
the Daguerreotype 
in the United 
States.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

DAGUERRE’S PROCESS:

1. 61/2 x 81/2 in. silver coated copper plate.

2. Expose to Iodine vapors to form silver iodide.

3. Use camera to expose plate. Silver reduced by light.

4. Expose plate to mercury vapor to fix reduced silver.

5. Wash plate in strong saline solution.

6. Dry.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

In England, Henry Fox Talbot was working with paper and light-

sensitive silver salts to make the first “negatives” .

In 1839, Sir John F. W. Herschel first used sodium thiosulfate 

(“hypo”) to fix exposures. He also coined the terms 

photography, positive, and negative.

Both Daguerre and Talbot quickly adopted the method.



Exposure times were still very long but  
the advantage of Talbot’s method was that 
multiple copies could be made from a 
negative. 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

By the 1850’s, the popularity of 

photography led to many innovations in the 

process and equipment.

Frederick Scott Archer introduced the “wet 

plate” technique.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM









Alexander Gardner's famous photo of Confederate dead before the Dunker Church 
on the Antietam Battlefield in Sharpsburg, Md., 1862.
Library of Congress



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

By Roger Fenton - Photo found in the stock of the Library of the 
University ELTE, Budapest, in 2007., Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2280073









A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

BETWEEN 1850 AND THE EARLY1900’S, PHOTOGRAPHERS 

DOCUMENTED EVENTS AND PEOPLE FOR PUBLICATIONS 

THAT USED THE PHOTOS TO MAKE ENGRAVINGS.

JOSEPH PULITZER BOUGHT THE NEW YORK WORLD IN 1883 

AND WITHIN 3 YEARS MADE IT THE MOST PROFITABLE 

NEWSPAPER EVER.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

AT THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY, CAMERAS BECAME 

MORE PORTABLE, ROLL FILM WAS DEVELOPED,  AND FLASH 

POWDER WAS INVENTED.

THE “HALFTONE” PROCESS (THE USE OF SMALL DOTS) 

ALLOWED THE PUBLICATION OF ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPHS.





A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

Jacob Riis, a Danish immigrant, illuminated the plight of New York’s 

poor. Published his photos in 1890, “How the Other Half Lives”.

Riis' believed “that every man’s experience ought to be worth 

something to the community from which he drew it, no matter what 

that experience may be, so long as it was gleaned along the line of 

some decent, honest work”.





IT TOOK UNTIL 
AROUND 1912 
BEFORE HALFTONE 
PHOTOS WERE TO 
BECOME THE 
PRIMARY FORM OF 
ILLISTRATING 
PUBLICATIONS 
BECAUSE THE 
PAPERS WERE 
HEAVIELY INVESTED 
IN THE ENGRAVING 
PROCESS.



Lewis Hine



WORLD WAR I





THE 1920’S

The birth of photo-based “Tabloids” 

such as the Illustrated Daily News and 

the Evening Graphic.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

In the 1930’s, newspaper and magazine editors really took 

control over the stories that their publications covered and how 

they were depicted.

The photo essay was born during this period which spurred on 

the creation of LIFE (1936), and other magazines devoted to the 

utilization of photographs to tell their stories.



PREDOMINATE CAMERAS 
OF THE 1930s AND 1940s

SPEED GRAPHIC



PREDOMINATE CAMERAS 
OF THE 1930s AND 1940s

LEICA

The Leica I (LEItz CAmera = LEICA) was 
introduced around 1925.  It was a fixed 
lens 35 mm camera. The Leica II, which 
followed, was range finder camera 
with interchangeable lenses. Leica 
cameras became the primary camera 
of the “photojournalist”.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

Cover photo by Margaret Bourk-
White for her photo essay on the 
construction of the Fort Peck 
Dam in Montana.



A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
PHOTOJOURNALISM

Some of the greatest magazine photographers got their starts 

in documentary photography during the Depression. They 

worked for the Farm Security Administration and were charged 

with producing photographic evidence of the plight of farmers.

Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange, Ben Shahn, Arthur Rothstein, 

and many others. 



WALKER EVANS



DOROTHEA LANGE



BEN SHAHN



ARTHUR ROTHSTEIN



Arthur “Weegee” Fellig



Joe Rosenthal



Robert Capa





AFTER WWII



David Douglas Duncan



AND THEN CAME DIGITAL CAMERAS

Developed at Kodak in 1975 by Steven Sasson, it 
weighted 8 lbs. and had a 0.01 MP sensor. 



THE FUTURE?

The first camera phone that could transmit an 
image (0.11 MP) made by Sharp in Nov. 2000
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SMILEY POOL





NEXT TIME

1. DISCUSSION OF CLASSIC IMAGES

2. DISCUSSION OF PJ CONTEST IMAGES



QUESTIONS?


