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Parameter Focal Length Aperture Distance

Focal Length Shorter = Greater DOF Fixed Fixed

Aperture Fixed Smaller = Greater DOF Fixed

Distance to Subject Fixed Fixed Longer = Greater DOF

Depth of Field (DOF) - Impact of Variables



Depth of Field – Portion of the photograph in 
“acceptable focus”
• Depth of Field determined by

• Focal length

• Aperture

• Distance to subject

• Depth of field calculators online and for phone
• I use Depth of Field Master online https://www.dofmaster.com/dofjs.html

• And “Digital Depth of Field” app on my phone

https://www.dofmaster.com/dofjs.html




Rule Thumb 1
• Understanding Hyperfocal Distance in 

Photography-How it Works? 
(capturetheatlas.com)

• Focus twice the distance as the nearest 
object you want in focus.

https://capturetheatlas.com/hyperfocal-distance-in-photography/
https://capturetheatlas.com/hyperfocal-distance-in-photography/
https://capturetheatlas.com/hyperfocal-distance-in-photography/


Rule of Thumb 1
• For photo with a near object.

• Focus twice the distance to the near 
object.



Rule of Thumb 2
• For photo with no near objects

• Focus 1/3 of the way into the scene.
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